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International Community Schools 
Admissions Policy

The document outlines the major guidelines and procedures for 
registration and admission at the school. Moreover, the policy defines 
the fundamental requirements for admission into the IB Diploma 
Programme. 
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I. The International Baccalaureate Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments 
and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education 
and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their 
differences, can also be right.

II. International Community Schools’ Mission Statement
ICS provides a safe, friendly learning environment where lifelong learners follow an 
international curriculum which promotes academic excellence and nurtures key values and 
competences in our global minded, future leaders.

III. IB Learner Profile
Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know 
how to learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our 
love of learning throughout life.
Knowledgeable: We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and 
global significance.
Thinkers: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse, and take responsible 
action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical 
decisions.
Communicators: We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the 
perspectives of other individuals and groups.
Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, 
and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility 
for our actions and their consequences.
Open-minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well 
as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, 
and we are willing to grow from the experience.
Caring: We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to 
service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the 
world around us.
Risk-takers/Courageous: We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; 
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. 
We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.
Balanced: We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—
intellectual, physical, (spiritual) and emotional— to achieve well-being for ourselves 
and others. We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the world in 
which we live.
Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We 
work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and 
personal development.
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IV. Main Admission Requirements
Students who wish to apply to International Community School must meet the following 
requirements:

• Completion of ICS registration documents;
• Down payment of tuition and fees;
• Completion of academic entrance exams in English and mathematics in grades 1 

through 12 and a kindergarten readiness assessment conducted to the various levels 
of kindergarten, which will be scored by ICS specialized staff. The entrance exams 
comprise grade-specific content and skills with a variety of questions types and levels 
of complexity, and they are intended to assess the potential students’ abilities and find 
out their eligibility for admission. English and mathematics are of upmost priority to ICS 
management, and applicants must obtain the required score on the entrance exams in 
order to meet the performance expectations and criteria set by the school. 

V. Secondary Admission Requirements
In addition to the above requirements, the enrollment status will also be determined by the 
following additional considerations:

•  Enrollment to a particular grade level / program may be affected by seat availability;
•  As stipulated by the rules and regulations of the Ministry of Education for the United 

Arab Emirates, the criterion of age is a decisive factor for admission to grades 1 through 
12 at ICS;

•  Based on the guidelines set by the Ministry of Education, ICS reserves the right to 
establish its own requirements for admission to kindergartens. The deadline for birth 
dates for admission to any grade is September 15;

•  Preference is generally given to registered students based on the following factors
-  Continuing students and their siblings;
-  Children of staff members; and
-  Emirati students.

•  Applicants’ academic performance and conduct records are highly considered before 
the school accepts or denies admission. Applicants have to provide a report / certificate 
that verifies:

- minimal offensive infringements and
- satisfying grades / scores at the previous school. Any relevant information 

given which is deemed to be incorrect, inadequate and/or misleading, may 
detrimentally compromise the admission process and result in denial.

VI. Admission Procedure
Students who wish to be admitted to ICS are advised to follow the following steps:

•  Parents meet the registrar to familiarize themselves with the admissions process;
•  Students and/or parents fill in the registration forms available on the school website;
•  Registrar reviews the application and required documents to ensure that they are 

complete;
•  Registrar notifies the parents via email if the application is complete, or it requires 

additional items before it is forwarded to the admissions committee;
•  Admissions committee reviews the application and forwards it to the Academic Advisor 

and Students Counselor;
•  Students and parents schedule an appointment with the Academic Advisor and 

Students Counselor to have a clear idea about the school, streams, curriculum, and 
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instructional approach. This meeting will be followed by a school tour.
•  Academic Advisor and Students Counselor have a separate meeting with the 

student to review the discipline, understanding of personal responsibilities, rules, 
regulations, etc.

•  Applications that do not meet the requirements set by ICS are declined.
•  Applications approved by the admissions committee are documented in a file, and the 

concerned parents are invited to an orientation meeting.
•  Parents of admitted students sign off all the required forms relevant to ICS’s policies 

and procedures.
•  During the admissions process, the school policy necessitates that parents declare if 

their child has any special learning needs. If that is the case, the school reserves the 
right to require a standardized assessment to evaluate the case and determine the 
appropriateness of the child’s enrollment in the school. ICS is an inclusive school that 
offers high-quality instruction and individualized interventions for students who may 
suffer from learning difficulties; however, parents need to exhibit full transparency and 
cooperation in order to enable the school to provide a programme which is in the best 
educational interest of the child.

VII. Registration Fees
ICS abides by the rules and regulations stipulated by the Ministry of Education in the UAE 
in terms of registration fees. At the beginning of the registration process, a registration fee 
is paid by the parents to hold a seat until the final decision of admission or denial is made. 
If the student is admitted, the registration fee previously paid will be applied to the tuition 
of the student’s program. All fees and tuition will be paid in conformity with the fee and 
payment timing schedule set by the school upon final notification of admission into ICS. 
Fees and tuition not paid may lead to cancelation of application and/or withdrawal of the 
student from ICS.

VIII. Requirements for IB Diploma Programme
The IB Coordinator arranges a meeting with the students who wish to enter the IB Diploma 
Programme in the winter of grade 10. The IB Coordinator explains to students the available 
IB courses offered by the school and guides them on the best options that suit their 
preferences and capabilities. In the fall of 11th grade year, students decide on their subject 
course selections.
External and internal students must meet the requirements delineated below in order to 
be admitted to the IB Diploma Programme. In exceptional cases where the requirements 
are not met, the school may conduct additional assessment tests to evaluate the student’s 
readiness and eligibility for entry. 

• English Language: internal students must demonstrate a high level of English 
language proficiency. The student’s proficiency level is determined by the results or 
scores he/she obtains on the formative and summative assessments conducted by the 
school as well as by the NWEA Measurement of Academic Achievement (MAP) testing. 
Similarly, external students must sit for an English language exam and MAP test and 
must demonstrate a high level of language proficiency. The purpose of this evaluation 
is to ensure that the student has the essential linguistic skills that enable him/her to 
cope with the rigor of the IB DP. 

• Teachers’ Recommendations: internal students are requested to provide 
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recommendation letters from their teachers. In these letters, teachers have to describe and 
evaluate the student’s academic abilities and other essential skills such as ability to work 
under pressure, time management, resilience, and planning. Likewise, external students 
must provide at least two reference letters from their teachers at the previous school. 

• Academic Performance: both external and internal students must demonstrate a high 
academic performance that is indicated by their scores on the MAP testing or any 
recognized College Board examinations: 

- Reading and Language MAP tests must indicate the student is at least in the 
60th percentile

- Math and Science MAP tests must indicate the students is at least in the 50th 
percentile

• Transfer Students: external students who transfer to ICS and have a plan to enter 
the IB Diploma Programme must provide a transcript from the previous school. Their 
overall academic average must be at least 80%. For HL courses, transferring students 
must demonstrate evidence that showcases a score of 90% in similar courses they 
have studied earlier.

•  Face-to-face Interview: a face-to-face interview shall be conducted with both external 
and internal students. The interviewees shall be the IB Coordinator, School Principal, 
and IB teachers. The purpose of the interview is to assess the student’s personality 
development and his/her interpersonal skills such as listening, verbal communication, 
teamwork, sympathy, social and global awareness, etc. At ICS, we strongly believe that 
such skills are essential pathways to academic success.

• Science Requirements: The table below outlines the prerequisite courses that prepare 
the students academically for the IB Diploma Programme:

10th grade Prerequisite 11th grade – 12th grade
Biology Foundation Course (strongly recom-
mended)

Biology - DP Higher Level

Chemistry Foundation Course (Required) Chemistry - DP Standard Level and Higher Level
Physics Foundation Course (Required)
Algebra II (Required)
Pre-Calculus (Strongly Recommended)

Physics - DP Standard Level and Higher Level
Physics - DP Standard Levelw and Higher Level
Physics - DP Higher Level

• Mathematics Requirements
10th grade 11th grade – 12th grade

Algebra II Math Higher Level
Geometry with selected
Geometry with selected
Learning Outcomes from Algebra II

Math Standard Level

IX.Final Admissions Decision: 
The final decision for admissions to the IB Diploma Programme shall be made jointly by 
the IB Coordinator, School Principal, and IB teachers. The decision-making committee 
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reviews the each prospective student’s application carefully and holistically and examines 
the eligibility criteria on a case-by-case basis to grant or deny entry to the programme.  
For internal students, final decisions for admission shall be made in the winter of grade 
10 towards the end of the second trimester. For external students, the final decisions shall 
be made in the spring of grade 10 towards the end of the third trimester. The concerned 
students shall be notified of their acceptance or denial via email after four weeks of the 
application submission. 

Steering Committee Members: 
•  Mr. Ziad  (Principal)
•  Mr. Abdel Nasser  (IB DP Coordinator)
•  Mrs. Louise ( VP)
•  Mr. Ali El Aina ( IB DP Facilitator) 
•  Mrs.Hadeer Zaki ( IB DP Facilitator)
•  Mrs. Cherine El Khatib ( IB DP Facilitator)
•  Mrs. Hanan Saba ( IB DP Facilitator)


